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SUBJECT: SOVIET OFFICIALS ON TRIDENT -B-l: CONFUSION REIGNS 

REF: MOSCOW 3350 

1 . SUMMARY. REPORTS OF EARLY SOVIET COMMENTARY TO FOREIGNERS 
ON BREZHNEV S REFERENCE TO TRIDENT, B-l AND "SIMILAR 
SOVIET SYSTEMS’" IN FEBRUARY 24 CONGRESS REPORT SUGGEST 
CONSIDERABLE CONFUSION AT LOWER LEVELS AS TO WHAT HE 
INTENDED. ARBATOV LINKED REFERENCE TO SOVIET MDW (WEAPONS 
OF MASS DESTRUCTION) PROPOSAL IN FEBRUARY 27 PRESS 
CONFERENCE, WHILE ISRAELYAN INTIMATED TO FRG AMBASSADOR 
MARCH 1 (REFTEL) THAT MDW NOT INTENDED TO ENCOMPASS 
EXISTING SYSTEMS. USA INSTITUTE REPORTEDLY TOLD SWISS 
JOURNALISTS SOVIETS INTEND TO FORMALIZE TRIDENT -B-l 
PROPOSAL; ARBATOV DESCRIBED REFERENCE MERELY AS FIRST 
BREZHNEV PUBLIC MENTION (PRESUMABLY OF EXISTING PROPOSAL); 

AND ISRAELYAN REFERRED TO POSSIBILITY TO REALIZING IT 
"IN ANOTHER FIRM." SOME OF THE CONFUSION MAY BE BY- 
PRODUCT OF DESIRE TO MAGNIFY IMPORTANCE OF NEW BREZHNEV 
INITIATIVE, BUT WE THINK MOST OF IT IS SIMPLY CONFUSION 
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REFLECTING INADEQUATE BRIEFING AS TO WHAT BREZHNEV HAD IN MIND. 
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END SUMMARY. 

2. AT QUADRIPARTITE MEETING MARCH 2, FRG AMBASSADOR 
SAHM REPORTED THAT SWISS JOURNALISTS HAD BEEN TOLD BY 
USA INSTITUTE OFFICIALS THAT SOVIETS WILL BE MAKING FORMAL 
PROPOSAL TO U.S. CONCERNING TRADEOFF OF DEVELOPMENT BAN 
ON TRIDENT AND B-l FOR BAN ON SIMILAR SOVIET SYSTEMS 
MENTIONED IN BREZHNEV'S FEBRUARY 24 CC REPORT TO CONGRESS. 

IN CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF FEBRUARY 25, ZURICH TAGES- 
ANZEIGER FOREIGN EDITOR PETER STUDER SAID HE HAD BEEN 
BRIEFED BY USA INSTITUTE DEPUTY DIRECTOR BOGDANOV THAT 
MORNING (THOUGH HE DID NOT MENTION BREZHNEV REFERENCE 
TO TRIDENT AND B-l), SO WE ASSUME SAHM'S REPORT REFERS 

TO THIS MEETING DAY AFTER BREZHNEV SPEECH. 

3. WE ALSO HAVE (VERY IMPERFECT) TAPE OF USA INSTITUTE 
DIRECTOR (AND CENTRAL AUDITING COMMISSION MEMBER) ARBATOV S 
FEBRUARY 27 PRESS CONFERENCE IN MOSCOW, DURING WHICH HE MENTIONED 
TRIDENT-B 1 PROPOSAL IN COURSE OF STANDARD EXPOSITION OF 

SOVIET VIEWS ON U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONSHIP. HE STRESSED 
THAT SOVIETS TAKE PROPOSAL VERY SERIOUSLY, AND SAID IT 
DESERVES EVEN MORE ATTENTION THAN IT HAS GOTTEN. 

SPECIFICALLY, HE SAID THIS WAS FIRST TIME BREZHNEV HAD 
PERSONALLY REVEALED THE PROPOSAL, ALTHOUGH IT HAD BEEN 
MENTIONED BEFORE, AND ADDED THAT "IT IS CONNECTED TO THE 
GENERAL PROPOSAL MADE EARLIER ON THE CESSATION OF 
(UNAUDIBLE) OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION." 

4. SAHM REPORTED THAT IN CONVERSATION WITH MFA INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS DIVISION ISRAEL Y AN MARCH 1 LATTER 
HAD SAID THAT ALTHOUGH PROPOSAL FELL WITHIN COMPETENCE 
OF USA DIVISION WITHIN MINISTRY, HE COULD SAY THAT SOVIET 
UNION WOULD BE PREPARED TO CONTINUE DISCUSSION OF IT. 

PERHAPS, HE CONCLUDED, IT COULD BE REALIZED "IN ANOTHER 
FORM." 

5. COMMENT. GRUEL SOVIETS ARE DISPENSING PUBLICLY ON 
TRIDENT -B-l PROPOSAL APPEARS TO BE NOT ONLY THIN 

BUT CONTRADICTORY. ARBATOV'S STATEMENT THAT IT IS CONNECTED 
WITH MDW (WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION) PROPOSAL 
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RUNS COUNTER TO ISRAELYAN'S STATEMENT TO SAHM (REFTEL) 

THAT MDW WAS NOT INTENDED TO ENCOMPASS EXISTING SYSTEMS 
OR PREVENT THEIR DEVELOPMENT. SIMILARLY, SUCCESSION OF 
STATEMENTS THAT PROPOSAL WILL BE MADE FORMAL, HAS BEEN 
MADE FORMAL, OR COULD BE REZWIZED "IN ANOTHER FORM" 

RECALLS THE QUESTION OF BERNARD SHAW'S DINNER PARTNER 
WHEN HE WAS SERVED A VEGETARIAN DISH: "ARE YOU GOING 
TO EAT THAT, MR. SHAW, OR HAVE YOU ALREADY?” IN PART, 
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MUDDLE MAY BE BY-PRODUCT OF NATURAL DESIRE OF SUBALTERNATE 
OFFICIALS TO INFLATE IMPORTANCE OF A PROPOSAL BREZHNEV 
HAD JUST UNVEILED. IN THE MAIN, WE SUSPECT, IT IS SIMPLE 
MUDDLE ON THE PART OF OFFICIALS NOT YET FULLY BRIEFED 
ON WHAT, IF ANYTHING, THEIR LEADERS HAVE SPECIFICALLY IN MIND. 

STOESSEL 
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